VII.

THE CINCINNATI OBSERVATORY.*

A BEGINNING.

DURING the winter of 1841-42 I was invited to deliver
a lecture, as one of a popular course given by the Cincin-
nati Society for the Diffusion-of Useful Knowledge. My
subject was " The Stability of the Solar System." The
lecture was listened to by a large and attentive audience;
considerable curiosity and interest seemed to be aroused;
the daily papers spoke favorably of the subject of the
lecture, and requested the delivery of a short course upon
the most interesting parts of astronomy. Some six weeks
after this period, and when the subject bad wellnigh passed
from my mind, I ascended the rostrum in the lecture hall
of the society at the moment when the president was an-
nouncing to the audience that the lecture of that evening
would close the regular course. One of the officers of the

1 There is no one living who remembers the writing- of this account,
or the causes of it. It was found long after Professor Mitchells death
with other MSS., none of which had been overhauled for many years.
It is probable, however, that it was in this wise: After the completion
of the enterprise of which it is partly the history, Professor Mitchel
used to tell a number of entertaining stones connected with the work,
and especially of his trip to Europe as agent for the Cincinnati As-
tronomical Society. Being urged to put the account into shape, he
did so, but laid the work aside without finishing it. Whether it was
intended for private circulation or publication is not known. Only
portions of the original are here given, since the descriptions of places
it contained would now be uninteresting, and foreign to the narra-
tive. At the time of the occurrence of the events described Professor
Mitchel was thirty-two years of age. The account was written partly
then and partly soon after.ngineering, me-ke, Mitehel, had o-radti-
